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Thomas Fogarty
Cardiovascular surgeon who invented the 
Fogarty catheter and was a pioneer in minimally 
invasive surgery. Born on Feb 25, 1934, in 
Cincinnati, OH, USA, he died on Dec 28, 2025, in 
Los Altos, CA, USA, aged 91 years.

Through his own innovations in medical technology and 
those he championed, Thomas Fogarty saved millions of 
lives. “He was thinking all of the time about problem solving, 
about new things”, said Rodney White, Medical Director of 
Vascular and Endovascular Services at the MemorialCare 
Heart and Vascular Institute at Long Beach Medical Center 
in Long Beach, CA, USA. Over his career, Fogarty received 
more than 190 medical patents and founded or co-founded 
over 45 medical technology companies. “A lot of people 
can identify a problem, but he got to the essence of what 
the problem was, which not many people can see”, said 
Andrew Cleeland, the Chief Executive Officer of Fogarty 
Innovation, a non-profit for accelerating medtech innovation 
that Fogarty founded in 2007 in Mountain View, CA, USA. 

The Fogarty embolectomy balloon catheter is arguably 
Fogarty’s most famous invention and emerged from his 
experience working as a scrub technician when he was 
still a teenager. He saw the amputations and deaths that 
occurred after surgeons made incisions in arteries and 
then removed blood clots with forceps. Fogarty conceived 
of a balloon catheter as an alternative, and by the time he 
was a medical student at the University of Cincinnati, OH, 
USA, he had developed a prototype using the tip of a latex 
glove and a urethral catheter. He attached the two using 
fly-fishing techniques he had learned. Although the balloon 
catheter was successfully used to remove a clot in the early 
1960s, the device met with widespread rejection. “He 
would remember how hard it is to have a great idea and 

then fight with the status quo to get that idea to take off”, 
said Megan Moynahan, Executive Director of the Institute 
for Functional Restoration at MetroHealth Medical System 
and Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, OH, USA. 
“That really shaped his thinking.” One of Fogarty’s mentors, 
vascular surgeon Jack Cranley, continued to advocate for 
the product and “eventually, so many physicians used the 
catheter based on his recommendation that, like any good 
technology, it could not be kept back”, Fogarty said in a 
2003 interview. While still a resident, Fogarty spent 2 years 
making devices by hand, before licensing the product to a 
start-up company. 

After finishing medical school in 1960, Fogarty interned 
at the University of Oregon Medical School in Portland, OR, 
USA, and completed his surgical residency there in 1965. He 
also completed fellowships at what was then the National 
Heart Institute in Bethesda, MD, USA, and in the Division 
of Cardiovascular Surgery at Stanford University Medical 
Center, Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA, USA, before being 
appointed an Instructor in Surgery at Stanford. “He had that 
mentality of teaching students how to think a little differently 
because they could in a way the establishment can’t”, said 
Thomas Krummel, Emile Holman Professor Emeritus for 
the Department of Surgery at Stanford University School. In 
1980 Fogarty became the Director of Cardiovascular Surgery 
at Sequoia Hospital in Redwood City, CA, USA. He returned 
to Stanford in 1993 as a Professor of Surgery and, in 2001, 
a Clinical Professor. Krummel said he was a good fit at the 
university and in the Silicon Valley region. “There’s a strong 
medtech ecosystem in Silicon Valley now, but Tom was ahead 
of that and in many ways he sort of created the road map for 
other people”, Krummel said. That included through his own 
innovations, which he continued to develop. He invented 
a stent-graft for treatment of abdominal aortic aneurysms 
and the Fogarty surgical clips and clamps for the occlusion of 
vascular structures. He also collaborated in the development 
of the Hancock tissue heart valve.

Fogarty was an advocate for innovators, including by 
founding Fogarty Innovation (originally the Fogarty Institute 
for Innovation) through which “he invested in people, in 
what he thought were good ideas to solve a problem for 
patients”, Cleeland said. White said Fogarty was committed 
to “using his own resources so other people could develop 
and do independent work on their own. He supported them 
where he could”. Fogarty, who was awarded the Presidential 
National Medal of Technology and Innovation, is survived 
by his wife, Rosalee; their four children, Thomas James Jr, 
Heather Brennan, Patrick Erin, and Jonathan David; and by 
ten grandchildren. With Fogarty, there was “no backing down 
from a challenge”, said Liz McDermott, Co-Founder of the 
Ferolyn Fellowship. “He never said, ‘We shouldn’t do this.’ He 
always said, ‘Let’s figure out how to do this.’”

Andrew Green

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/S0140-6736(26)00616-1&domain=pdf

